
PREFACE

The 14th International Conferen
e on the Mathemati
al Theory of Networks and

Sytems, MTNS'2000 was held in Perpignan, Fran
e, on June 19�23, 2000. The 
on-

feren
e was organized by the Laboratoire de Théorie des Systèmes, l'Université de

Perpignan and the Centre des Mathématiques et Leurs Appli
ations, E
ole Normale

Supérieur de Ca
han, both in Fran
e. Over 500 s
ientists from 48 
ountries presented

480 le
tures on topi
s from the broad area of systems, networks and 
ontrol theory,

in
luding appli
ations and the asso
iated numeri
al solutions of problems. The full

pro
eedings is only available as a CD-ROM, but sele
ted papers have been 
hosen to

be published in three spe
ial issues of the journal International Journal of Applied

Mathemati
s and Computer S
ien
e. The papers from the nine plenary le
tures and

the nine mini-
ourses whi
h were presented at the MTNS'2000 have already appeared

in Volume 11, Number 1 in 2001.

The present spe
ial issue 
ontains a representative sele
tion of papers from In�nite-

dimensional Systems Theory and Operator Theory. In�nite-dimensional systems the-

ory is a relatively young resear
h area whi
h evolved in the sixties in an attempt

to generalize the powerful te
hniques so su

essful in �nite-dimensional systems and


ontrol theory to systems des
ribed by partial di�erential equations. While that re-

mains an important motivation, from the very beginning, it was 
lear that there were


lose 
onne
tions with operator theory, whi
h has a long tradition. These links have

been sin
e explored and exploited by resear
hers from both dis
iplines and this 
ross-

fertilization has greatly enri
hed both areas as is 
learly illustrated in this spe
ial

issue.
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